
OWNERSHIP OF MATERIALS, SOFTWARE AND COPYRIGHT  
 (optional language - applies to Information Technology Contracts only) 

 
1.   County shall be the sole owner of all right, title and interest, including copyright, 

in and to all software, plans, diagrams, facilities, and tools (hereafter "materials") 
which are originated or created through Contractor’s work pursuant to this 
Contract.  Contractor, for valuable consideration herein provided, shall execute 
all documents necessary to assign and transfer to, and vest in the County all 
Contractor’s right, title and interest in and to such original materials, including any 
copyright, patent and trade secret rights which arise pursuant to Contractor’s 
work under this Contract. 

 
2.  During the term of this Contract and for five (5) years thereafter, Contractor shall 

maintain and provide security for all Contractor’s working papers prepared under 
this Contract.  County shall have the right to inspect, copy and use at any time 
during and subsequent to the term of this Contract, any and all such working 
papers and all information contained therein. 

  
3.  Any and all materials, software and tools which are developed or were originally 

acquired by Contractor outside the scope of this Contract, which Contractor 
desires to use hereunder, and which Contractor considers to be proprietary or 
confidential, must be specifically identified by Contractor to County’s Project 
Manager as proprietary or confidential, and shall be plainly and prominently 
marked by Contractor as "Propriety" or "Confidential" on each appropriate page 
of any document containing such material. 

 
4.  County will use reasonable means to ensure that Contractor’s proprietary and/or 

confidential items are safeguarded and held in confidence.  County agrees not to 
reproduce, distribute or disclose to non-County entities any such proprietary 
and/or confidential items without the prior written consent of Contractor. 

 
5.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Contract County will not be obligated 

to Contractor in any way under Sub-paragraph 4 for any of Contractor’s 
proprietary and/or confidential items which are not plainly and prominently 
marked with restrictive legends as required by Sub-paragraph 3 or for any 
disclosure which County is required to make under any state or federal law or 
order of court. 

 
6.  All the rights and obligations of this Paragraph shall survive the expiration or 

termination of this Contract. 


